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Can we count
on your support

for a stronger
America?

BY JEFF EMTMAN
WAWG PKI-SIDENT

Despiic ahove aveia.ue yielding
wheat crops in mucli ol" \Vash-
inyton si ale. there is ;i huye

uneasiness concerning the fuiureofwheai
tanning. Our t'utuivs ;t> u. heal producers
may be \ery sin >n if our margins continue
lo decline :ii the current cvei incix-:ismi;
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rate. Over ihe yeai> we have c'ui < mrci >sis

\\ IILTC'\'LT \\i_- coukl to hui|t us survive.

Ncnv. ourlc-in opci'Miions h:n e e.\h;uisiutl

ninsi ill llie cost SJVIIIL; opiion^ ;nul \\ e

:n'e leil \\ iih 111 '\vheie in lurn lo ni:nni:nn

our cunenl oper;nions.

This is a very senous situation and n is
real! Rimiers ;nx- hiring ileniexl opL-ratin.y
hnfsot cretins I K »m hanksihi^lal! hecatise

nf ihe k AV \vhcai
price aiul i he hiuli
cosi ol Kiel and Icriil-
izer. Others, vvhoarf
close to retirement
age. are tliro^in^ in
the io\vd a \ea i or
i\\o earK in orciei-
lo ha\e sonieihin^
lefl to reliie on How
cl(.' \\x- hecunic inure
opiimisticaliout nexi
year \\ hen l here
has heen an overall
downward ticnd in
pi'nfii margins, it a
profit ,11 .ill?

1 have- K inched
on the importance
of agriculture lo ihe
overall well lieniL; <. <\'
this uix-at nation in
man\ i )l my piwious
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

juld hate to see U.S. citizens spend most of their
disposable income on food. Could you imagine

rationing food and waiting in line for hours to
get each day's food to prepare one's meal?

This could be very possible if our nation
turns it back on the American farmer/

INTINUED FROM FRONT COVER
ijii/s. I addressed the t':ici thai farms

andics employ 20 percent ot' our

i's work force direcily :mcl many

; indirectly. Agriculture provides
icts to export 10 help lessen our

i"> huge trade deficit IJ S. agricul-

>mvkles us with increased national

iiy and ihe safest food source in

orld. It we lose our farms and our

L's. iIK- United Stales will no longer

i- world's leader and ihat is a very

thought. Perhaps, then, we will have

y mi comniunisi China to keep ihe
in the \\orkl.

o\v wonkl you like lo rely on other

ns tor food? \Ve rely on other na-

lor petroleum and steel and we are
\i dearly tor thai. I'nces set-in lo be

increasing and these volatile prices

ading the w;iy for price gouging on
d producis.

vuukl hale lo see U.S. cili/ens spend

of tlieii disposable income on food

Could you imagine lationing lood and

wait ing in line lor houis to .net each (.lav's

food lo prepare one'.*, meal? This con Id he

\erv possible il our naiion lurns H hack

on the American farmer. \V;iih the world's
population doubling every -'iO years, who

\\i l l feed tho.se nioulli>- without the help

of the American tanner' Ma\he. most

importantly, who will teed America?

Farmers need help and we need it

no\\! This is a call lo all government

agencies at e^cry level wheiher it is

federal, s ta te , or county. Vou altect us

directly and indirectly with your actions

and I challenge \ou to help make the

American farmer stronger. Cut through

(he red lape and look in the mirror.

\Vhat can you do to help farmeis and

thus help your naiion? Please work \\ ith

us and remember ihc circumstances

as to why your agency wa> created in

the first place. Many agencies have lost

touch with iheir purpose a> well as iheir

common sense.

O C T O B E R 2 0 0 5 W H E A T L I F E • 3

Federally, the l.'niled Slates Oepail-

meill of Agriculture must revisit ii> loan

rales on commodities and make them

more lek-vani to todays costs o! doing

liusiness. hlo\\- can they diop \vheai Kian
rales in recent years, when our tosi-;

ha\'e only been dramaiicalK' increasing

and production has remained le\el ' Ihe

Pacific NonhweSf. a region which pre-
dominaiely rai.*-essoli \\ lute wheat, is stil l

pu/,/led how i hey can Llroiuhe l( >an price

foi this class of wheat hv 17 ceni> per

bushel, this year, while all othei cla»es

remained viniKilly unchanged

Congress must make the 2007 Farm
bill strong and must not sell out American

farmer^ HIM to be \YTO compliant boi-
lom line. \\-e need your assistance no\\'

more than e\ei and we cannot sun ive

any morecui.i. Mosi i> \ ' the geneial public

tloes not realixe thai ihe go\ eminent, not

the farmei. sets the [irice of \\heai antl

has since 1917!
Ar ihe s ta te and federal level, please

continue ihe appropriations lor ihe
dredging and maintenance operation.*-on

our rjver systems so that \\ e can be as

competiti\'e as possible at shipping tun

crop to market. River barging is still the

most reliable and efficient way to ship

our crop to ports near Portland

1 could go on and on wilh items thai

need addressingai every !t\cl ol gm em-
inent thai would help the \Vashingion

stale wheat producer That is precisely
the job thai \\e do as ihe \\ashingion As-

sociation of Wheat Growcis. Producers,

please join me and the other members
of the association at all committee c f a \ s

on October 18 in Rit/ville 10 help direci

our focus for the coming year. An ac-

cumulation of reforms, both big and

small, are needed for us to thrive as

wheat pioJucerx
If the American farmer becomes

stronger, rural America and the rest
of the United States will become
stronger. Can we count on your sup-
port for a stronger America?

* * *
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From Page 1

hit and hobbled Louisiana's oil in-
frastructure.

- Farmers are looking anywhere
to cut their input costs, and Jim
Fitzgerald, executive director of
the Washington State Farm Ser-
vice Agency, said he's hearing from
more farmers asking whether now
is the time to leave agriculture and
find a payingjob. He said those
who seem to be weather ing the
storm of rising prices best either
have off-farm income or zero long-
term debt.

"But if you are strictly on rent-
ed land or making mortgage pay-
ments - those are the ones who will
fall prey to the wolf," he said.

Ron Jirava, past president of
the Washington Association of
Wheat Growers, said he doesn't
know how farmers balance the bot-
tom line. He, for one, has taken a
job driving tractor for a neighbor
to make ends meet on his own op-
eration.

"The sad thing is that this is a
3,000-acre farm. It used to be a
good-size farm, supporting many

people. Now it barely supports one,"
he said.

Nat Webb, a farmer northwest
ot-Walla Walla, agreed. Thefrus-
trating part this year is that we
had a pretty good crop. But the
costs are such you can't survive on
a good crop anymore," he said. "It
is beyond ou r cost of production."

Webb, who is 61, said the sub-
sidies farmers receive today are
nothing like the payments of yes-
teryear.

"I don't like subsidies, but that
is what has sustained wheat agri-
culture in Washington for a num-
ber of years. It's at the point now
subsidies aren't going to sustain
us. If they want wheat farmers to
survive, something is going to have
to change. People are going to have
pay a higher price or a higher sub-
sidy," he said.

Although there have been oth-
er episodes of farmers pleadj ng eco-
nomic hardship, Webb said, it's dif-
ferent this time.

"The wolf has come this time,
but I don't think anybody realizes
it," he said, arguing foran effort to
comrfuTnicate agriculture's dire

straits to the rest of the country.
Perry Dozier, who farms near

Touchet, Wash., said the situation
deteriorated rapidly. Just before
harvest, a farmer friend was talk-
ing to him about u p g r a d i n g his
equipment. Afterwards, the same
friend asked if he wanted to lease
his ground.

"It is about how much do you
want to keep accumulating debt?
Yeah, you can get financing, but
how far do you want to sink9" Dozi-
er said, confirming he turned down
the 4,000-acre lease.

As for leased land he still farms.
Dozier is evaluating the contracts
closely. They have to be structured
to allow both the landlord and the
farmer to survive, he said.

Although some farmers around
him have talked of wait ing to do
their fall work until fertilizer and
fuel prices come down, Dozier sajd.
Mother Nature, not the price of in-
puts, dictates his schedule. "You
have to do the right things at the
right time. You've got to suck it up."

Scott Votes is based in Spokane.
His e-mail address is syatesQcap-
italpress.com.
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